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EDITORIAL

DEAR READERS,

Welcome to the Vol.1, Issue VII, Sept, 2025 issue of Rift Valley University (RVU) Quarterly
Newsletter. The Newsletter presents RVU News and wide ranging activities that have taken place in
the University in the Third Quarter starting from June 5, 2025 — Sept. 5, 2025 at the Head Office and
Campus/College levels.

The Newsletter also covers news and some cross-cutting issues and News that took place within the
Quarter.

The Directorate of Public Relations and Communications
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AN OVERVIEW ON
RIFT VALLEY UNIVERSITY

Rift Valley University (RVU) is the pioneer and largest accredited Private Higher Learning
Institution in Ethiopia. RVU was founded in Oromia Regional State in 2000 at Adama City
envisioning that delivering quality education plays a crucial role in boosting the human
and economic development of the country.

As a leading academic institution, the University is tasked with producing competent,
ethical and skilled manpower without making any discrimination among people of
different ethnic, religious, social, economic and political backgrounds. It aspires to serve
the people of Ethiopia and foreigners with proper knowledge and skills necessary to
succeed in various contexts.

Since its establishment in 2000, RVU has educated and trained hundreds of thousands
in Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET), Undergraduate and Graduate
levels. RVU has currently 46 campuses, 3 Colleges in Ethiopia an ) o

1 cross border campus in Hargeisa, Somaliland. The University offers quall'g{ education in
face to face (regular), Extension, Open and Distance Education in various disciplines.

The University has started geographically exEIandin to the neighboring countries, and
working hard to open similar branches in the Horn of African countries in the near future.
It has been ]Playlng crucial role in producing thousands of qualified and committed
skilled work forces that are significantly contributing for the betterment of our country
in the areas of technology, socio-economic and cultural development.

Moreover, the University has been participating in service sectors such as Hospitals
Adama Rift Valley University and Addis Ababa Hayat Hoslg)ltal Medical Colleg[s),

otel Industry (Sodere Hotel and Resort), General Education( NAFYA Scho.ols;,
Construction (Naol Construction PLC) and Media Service (Oromia Broadcasting Service).

RVU aspires to be one of leading
private ~ universities _ in  teaching,
research and community engagement
in Africa by 2030.

RVU exists to produce graduates
who are competent, committed
and ethical; to engage _in
innovative and problem solving
research; and to deliver

sustainable community service.
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MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE QUARTER

This quarter has been marked by significant milestones and accomplishments that underscore our university's
commitment to excellence in education, research, and community engagement. This period has witnessed
remarkable progress across various domains, from academic achievements and innovative research to
enhanced student services and a series of colorful graduation ceremonies. Highlighting these major
achievements not only celebrates the dedication and hard work of our faculty, staff, and students but also
reinforces our institution's role as a leader in higher education.

The following summary encapsulates the key successes that have propelled our university forward during this
quarter, reflecting our ongoing pursuit of academic distinction and societal impact.

Re-registration

Rift Valley University Managing Council worked hard to fulfill the standard requirements set by the Ethiopian
Training Authority (ETA) in 2017 E.C. for registrations .To that end, RVU submitted to ETA Higher Education
Information System documents of twenty-three campuses. Based on the submitted documents, ETA employees
assessed four Addis Ababa campuses and, as a result, constructive feedbacks were received.

The assessment programs by ETA will Continu in other campuses as per the schedul.
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International and National Awards

Two well-reputed international institutions, namely EduRank and UNIRANKS® 2025, recognized and ranked
Rift Valley University based on their own metrics. The two institutions disclosed their 2025 rankings of
Ethiopian Public and Private universities. Accordingly, Rift Valley University is ranked 16th (from 35
universities) and 39th (from 41 universities) respectively. The two institutions used their own yardsticks and
screened the universities as best performing universities of the year.

To sum up, below you may refer to the institutions ranking procedures:
e EduRank -Top 35 universities in Ethiopia ranked by EduRank based on research outputs, non-academic
prominence, and alumni influence. The rankings are determined by analyzing 1.67M citations received by
97.1K academic publications made by 35 universities from Ethiopia, the popularity of 48 recognized alumni,
and the largest reference database available.
e Top Universities in Ethiopia — UNIRANKS® 2025,
In the UNIRANKS® 2025 Rankings, Ethiopia stands out with 41 verified universities, of which 7 are ranked
as Top by Country, 3 as Top by Region, and 0 have earned the prestigious Elite University status. Explore
Ethiopia’s leading institutions based on performance, global presence, and academic excellence.
o

Their web address can be traced :

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=)&opi=89978449& url=https://www.adscientificindex.c
om/universityranking. 427 ccunay cuceY%3Det& ved=2ahUKEwjMw9 VvNCOAxVLSLsIHf9vFRQQFnoEC
BkQAQ&usg=AO0vVaw3GSXsGsc98Lc NchBqZzZf70;

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=)&op1=89978449& url=https://www.uniranks.com/ranki
ng/ethiopia&ved=2ahUKEwjMw9 VvNCOAxVL8LsIHf9vFRQQFnoECDAQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0kID3QzW
MQDjvcU1BLIkoc

Similarly, RVU was recognized and awarded a trophy & certificate by the Star Wide Award Institute. Star Wide
Award identifies and selects the best performing national companies in Ethiopia and offers an Award to inspire
other institutions to do the same.

The award ceremony took place on August 30, 2025, at the Skylight Hotel in the presence of high-level
government officials, Private sector representatives & guests.

The trophy award was handed over to the Award winners by H.E. Dr. Mulatu Teshome, the former President of
Ethiopia. H.E. Obbo Dinku Deyassa, the founder and owner of Rift Valley University, received the trophy.

The attached pictures and a video clip were taken while the handover ceremony was underway at the Skylight
Hotel. Congratulations!
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Research and Community Engagement

Research and community engagements are core components of higher learning. Accordingly, RVU Head
Office staff and campuses actively engaged in planting seedlings in their respective localities in this quarter.

Community Service

In response to the national call made by the Ethiopian Federal Government, Rift Valley University leadership
and students actively took part in the implementation of the 7th round National seedling plantation Campaign.
To that end, RVU Head Office staff, along with leadership, campuses/colleges purchased thousands of
seedlings and planted 7.5 billion seedlings. Moreover, RVU high-level leadership planted seedlings in front of
the RVU Head Office located at Gotera on July 12, 2025, thereby contributing its part to the National call of
and pledged to do the same at its various campuses/colleges that operate in different parts of the country.
Furthermore, the leadership vowed to take care of these seedlings until they mature. By doing so, the RVU
community had left behind the green legacy that would ameliorate the deteriorating climate conditions.
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Workshops and Trainings

Trainings

As part of the capacity building effort and address the legitimate demands of staff, RVU gave scholarship for
staff and leadership. According, Maruf Abdella and Debela Tezera, Harar Campus Dean and Research Officer
respectively attended their studies at Haramaya Universityand graduated with PhD degrees. Following these
milestone achievements, Rift Valley University Managing Council and the Academic Community congratulate
Dr. Maruf Abdella, Harar Campus Dean, and Dr. Debela Tezera, Research Officer, on completing their PhD
studies.

The two leaders pursued their studies while handling their respective roles at RVU, Harar Campus.

Besides, they have been playing pivotal roles in their social and family affairs, which RVU Leadership
believes are demanding and need firm courage to handle side by side. Despite all these responsibilities, these
courageous and determined leaders were able to advance their professional careers and assert themselves in
securing their Doctoral degrees.

CONGRATULATIONS
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Partnership

Rift Valley University signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with local and international
partners in this quarter that corresponds with mission and Vision,.

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Jimma University

On June 5, 2025, Rift Valley University signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Jima University
to collaborate on a wide range of academic issues and research projects.

The purpose of the MoU is to establish a collaborative framework grounded in a partnership between private
university and public university aiming at fostering cooperation in the following areas:

e Academic research and joint project development;

* Joint supervision and evaluation of MSc students' research projects and Theses;

e Co-publication of research findings in recognized Journals;

e Student internship placement and mentorship programs;

» Co-organization of academic events such as workshops, seminars, and Conferences;

e Joint curriculum developments, program review, and academic advisement;

 Capacity building and staff development initiatives,

 Sharing and joint utilization of laboratories, library, and ICT facilities, and

 Any other collaborative activities of mutual interest and benefit.

The representatives of the two sisterly universities deliberated on the implementation process and agreed to
design a joint strategy that would allow the community to benefit from the research outcomes. The two parties,
finally, vowed to widen the scope of engagement involving the surrounding communities.

Professor Derbssa Dufera, RVU President, signed the MoU on behalf of Rift Valley University, and the official
of Jima University signed the MoU on behalf of his university.

The attached pictures were taken at the RVU Head Office during the signing ceremony and exchange of Notes.
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Partnership with the Ministry of Revenue in Customs Commission
the Ministry of Revenue and Customs Commission offered training opportunities for RVU students from
Addis Ababa campuses under the thematic areas of Tax, Customs rules, and practices for 10 weeks. To that
end, those who participated in the training, and achieved the best results were awarded Mobile phones and
Laptops in the presence of RVU leadership.

NE&F NA. RLOCHE AL AN 097 0% ¢+0-Mm- CAHING ADTILh0 060 +av P 1P
TULNFC RS CTI4N DOLOT D¢ taved 1P TT ATTNAMT I PA aPw i A0 AP
AASND T RPN UGS AweC DAMS CanSdE o6 HavlePH- G5 14 7 2017 %/9° NGHE
Cavolnt NALZAMGT AS IV A79125 TR0 ONTHA PEA A0S wCHaENT HaPhA =

MNAMST AL 0LA A1% 1@ ¢FAM@~7 AAMS DA A A0 ¢HAMO-7 445 MNeAT oM
LAS AAMTT nank ChNC A% CHHIO7 DAY APNAPA = NHVI® aow A NG Adh PO0+E
ADM: T916PTF ATHT DOLTeAHCH (Laptop Computers )¢-H0Aar A7 had-TE ANh 65 AOM-
+96PF NG PI%A=+7 ( Smart Mobiles ) FAAGPPA

81 A, LNCAA NOAMSO- OF - AIC (77CEIC)NaPPT AMAMSD- A ALRLTID AGTHPR A G
LI CATRT DOLTEAC WS CONC @4eF HNCHFATA = OHU- OPF 4689+ NA7 Navohh
T1°1C LR CIPCIPC T TWNLAN AIAIAF 5 pOLeINTT AS 7 CEICH 9PN TAHLT
L[C ANN 1avE NPT “Lo0HC AS T9°4N DOUNT 1046 NaPPT AAGT A0 AS NAAMSO-
Y24 ALLTT LANAGN TLA AG 0T AGPANT@ U NANALE T Nao+ANNG Nao+)TH AL
———————— ¢tavw A ACALTE SAQ 7°CAICHT +mMSNC ATLPTA ML+PPA

N7CV-a0 “IMPAL AL +avadg AAMS OALAT NAAT AMShC AWTL924TA 1100 007
NAMSDT CONG +71UPT ADLLY: WAL -+ e9.e0mMNF7  “InFO4¢  -FhdAo-
AILMELS T - ----- =

h COUICH ERO16CE NP OF TS MDA CHO0NS SFO- !
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Partnership with Chinese based Company

As per the MoU signed between RVU and a Chinese-based Company, the Chinese delegation from Schana
Province Cyberspace Administration visited RVU Head Office on August 20, 2025. The delegation Team
discussed with leadership wide-ranging issues and agreed to establish a joint venture and collaborate on
enhancing cultural diplomacy and technological transfer. Rift Valley University (RVU), President Professor
Derbssa Dufera and Dr. Abebe Gemechu, Vice President for Research, Community Service and Partnership,
attended the morning session and, on the sidelines, agreed to work with the Chinese delegations.

Based on the earlier discussions and agreed upon issues, the Chinese delegations arrived at the RVU Head
Office on the same day in the afternoon to explore the possible areas of cooperation with RVU Managing
Council members. The two parties conducted candid discussions and were able to sort out the area of
collaboration. Accordingly, they agreed to work together on areas of teaching the languages and cultures of
the two sisterly countries and technology transfer. Moreover, they also agreed to explore possible areas of
cooperation among the academic institutions of the two countries based on mutual interest. In general, the
two parties agreed to enhance cultural attachments of the people of the two countries based on
people-to-people diplomacy.

The attached pictures were taken at the RVU Head Office while the discussions were underway.
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Holidays

Yuunivarsiitiin Riifti Vaalii hordoftoota Amantaa Isilaamaa hundaan baga Ayyaana Iid Al Adiha(Arafaa)
nagaan geessan jechaa ayyaanichi kan nagaa fi kan jaalalaa akka isiniif ta'u hawwa.

Iid Mubaarak!

Ayyaana Gaarii
YRV- Wiirtuu Ga’umsaa!

UNIVERSITY

68 TA. RLILCOE AGPA@- CANATS ATHT ANFCF ATNT A14465 @ P8 hi h2U (Al4) N9A
N0AT® ALLATU- ALA N%04- POATS CLAT; ATSIPIATU LT LIARA!
avANG® KL hi AhLU!

YUUNIVARSHTII RIFTI VAALN
LT WA, fRhCAL
RIFT VALLEY UNIVERSITY




RIFT VALLEY
UNIVERSITY

OBITUARY

MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE

Rift Valley University Gada Campus staff member Mr. Bayisa Etefa, who served as a lecturer in the
Business Management department for years, passed away on July 9, 2025, due to a chronic iliness.

RVU, Gada Campus Managing Council, and the community express their condolences to his family,
friends, and colleagues.
May His Soul Rest in Peace!
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Graduations

Graduation is a momentous occasion in the academic journey of students, marking the culmination of years of hard
work, study, and perseverance. Gradation is not merely a decorative component; it carries a significant symbolic
meaning and offers practical benefits to graduates and their families.

Graduation, therefore, is a powerful symbol of accomplishment and hope for the future.

Cognizant of this, Rift Valley University has meticulously planned its 2017 E.C. graduation ceremonies and executed
them in colorfully manner. Accordingly, Rift Valley University Managing Council members and guests from various
regional states attended and made motivational speeches that inspired many.

The presence of Rift Valley University high-level leadership, along with regional state representatives, added new
dimensions to the stature of the ceremony. Motivational & inspiring speeches were delivered by RVU high-level
leadership & government organs. Medals & trophies were handed over to the highest-scoring students at the end of
the events.

The first graduation ceremony took place on July 19, 2025 at Nekemte, Bishoftu and Hosanna. High-level RVU
leadership along with local government Officials attended at these graduation ceremonies and made inspirational
speeches.
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The second Rift Valley University Graduation Ceremony took place in Addis Ababa Accordingly Addis
Ababa & Shaggar Campuses July 26, 2025 conducted 23rd round graduation ceremony in Millennium Hall
in the spectacular manner. High-level government officials, from Federal government, Addis Ababa City
Administration and Oromia Regional state H.E Obbo KIndu Deysa , the owner RVU and Senate were in
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On uly 27, 2025, Six Rift Valley University Campuses, namely Adama, Ambo, Waliso, Tulu Bolo, Mojo, and

Batu, on J colorfully graduated students in their respective campuses.
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On August 2,2025 Nine Rift Valley University (RVU) Campuses , namely Shashamane, Jimma, Asella, Dambi
Dollo, Shambu, Kamise, Negalle Borana, Bule Hora and Salale have conducted colorful graduation

ceremonies in their respective localities .
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On August 3, 2025, Three Rift Valley University (RVU) Campuses, namely Hawasa, Bale Robe and Matu
conducted colorful graduation ceremonies in their respective localities.
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On August 9, 2025, Three Rift Valley University (RVU) Campuses , namely Ginci, Walaita Sodo and Mata
Haara conducted colorful graduation ceremonies in their respective localities .
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7th on August 16, 2025, Dire Dawa, Jigjiga & Chiro campuses conducted colorful graduation ceremonies in
the presence of RVU high-level leadership along with respective regional state Representatives
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Last but not Least the final RVU Graduation Ceremony took place in Harar Campus on August 17, 2025.

The attendance of Rift Valley University high-level leadership along with regional state representatives added
new dimensions to the stature of the ceremony. Motivational & inspiring speeches were delivered by RVU
high-level leadership & government organs. Similar graduation ceremonies will continue in the coming next
week in the different parts of the country.

A series of graduation ceremonies of Rift Valley University (RVU) campuses that commenced on July 19, 2025
culminated in spectacular manner in the Harar City, on August 17, 2025.

The attached pictures were taken while the graduation ceremonies were underway.
Congratulations!
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